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As I mentioned in our last newsletter, [ will be stepping down from the club president’s role and
go in-active as a member. [ mentioned that I filled the roll for six years, but after going back to
my saved newsletters, I discovered I have been in the role for seven years. How time flies. The
biggest part of the role is searching for content in the monthly newsletter. I was fortunate to
have the role as airport manager to pull somewhat related content to share.

The next biggest role is to organize volunteers, purchase supplies and prepare for our annual fly-
in. It’s the role I was most proud of. It’s an event that continues to grow, but one that is
obviously limited by the weather. This year I have scheduled a Vietnam Era Huey helicopter
from the Flight Museum at Willow Run Airport. They were the same people that brought up
Hairless Joe, the C47 Skytrain this summer. The biggest logistics issue with bringing up the
Huey, is that the 20 member support staff will have to drive up the night before as they all can’t
fit on the helicopter like they could on Hairless Joe. The support staff consists of ticket and
merchandise sellers, aircraft support members and probably a couple more rolls I can’t think of.
So we’ll need to find lodging for them. Three people have already stepped forward saying they
would each cover one room at a local hotel. I will do the same. Two others have offered up
their Air BNB and even their home. Perhaps we can get a couple camper trailers on the field as
well to house the remaining crew. They just reached out to me and they would like us to book
ten rooms from July 11"-13™ and they would pay for five of them, which is now two nights.
We’ll have to discuss this further before we commit.

The main reason for stepping down is I have finally found a suitable airplane to call my own. I
picked up a 1974 Skyhawk II similar to our club plane. Only this one has 2300 hours total time
on the airframe and a factory new engine with about 80 hours on it. It also has updated Garmin
radios and instruments, which really makes it a joy to fly. I’m hoping to fly it as much as I can
with the years I have left on this earth, which I can only hope are many more.

The snow equipment has been serviced and is ready for another year of snow plowing. The
biggest issue was a couple of hydraulic lines on the dump truck. Johnson Auto was helpful in
making up the new lines. The lines were changed out while the weather was still warm and
hopefully, I have limited any further repairs that would have to be done in freezing temperatures.

If you see a Jeep covered up on the south end of the Snow Removal Equipment building, it’s a
Florida resident that will be relocating to the area next Spring. He and his wife have a Cessna
310. They are building a home in Alcona County and intend to keep the airplane on our field.
They are considering building a hangar on the airport property through a land lease agreement.

“Learning to fly an airplane taught me a way of thinking, an approach to problem-solving
that was applicable and effective. Pilots are very methodical and meticulous, and artists tend
not to be.” — Chris Carter
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